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g CrLue Report!

There is actually very little to occupy this column at this time, Which is
probably as you'd expect, it being nearly the year's end and our Club programme
completed. In retrospect, the year has had it's ups and its downse Whereas our
total membership hovers around the mide 50s and is therefore pretty well within
the unofficial area of the total which has been the guide since the beginning of
the Club five years agoe But we do keep at this figure because of the new members
which are attracted to our particular type of Club., That this is so is important
because we have lost some active members this past year, mostly due to moves to
other areas rather than disenchantment with the Club, its members or activities.
So if you do enjoy being & member and like the kind of fellowship which is avail-
able, then wont you please pass the word along? An important point and one which
this column has belaboured ad-infinitum is simply that the law of averages which
pretty well dictates thé turn-out at events means that we do well if we have 12,
maybe 15 at an evente..e.equite often it's closer to 8, as at gymkhanas, and as it
takes as much organization to handle 25 and therefore the Activities Committee
is proportioately happier, with more members and the 20% participation awvekdge
attendance prevailing, then maybe we'd get 25 members to turn out. Right?

The final event of the year was the clam-bake at Hugh Jockel's house. 20
members plus wives, girl friends and other guests to a total of 36 turned out to
what was billed as & "wine, cheese and snax party” but was a bang-out feast in
facte At $5 a head it was & real bargain wigness the fact that some enthusiasts
were still on hand by L ae.med The Club made a small profit, helped by the fact
that several ladies (helped perhaps by their housekeeping allowancel) donated to
the table. We still have to hear from another $10, You missed & good party, you
folks who didn't turn upd

The Annual General Meeting is the next, and very important event, It will
take place in the second half of January although the details are not available
at this writinge At thiks Meeting there will be the annual election of 3 Directors
this being half of the Directorate, the other half carry on for the second year
of their two year "sentence", So it is very important that you attend. The fates
of the Club depend on what happens at the A.Ge.Mo and the actions during the com-
ing yeare

Directors' Committee reports will be prepared ahead of the A.G.Me and mailed
to youe This will eliminate the at times boreing reading of and listening to, the
reports which heretofore were read at the A.G.M. Of course you will be asked to
approve them, after the usual motion for and seconding of thaty, your actione Prior
to the actual vote there will be a2 discussion period on each report but matters
should be expedited by this new proceedure.

The Nomination Committee is now at work preparing a slate of candidates for
office and you will be receiving the names to be voted on in advance of the A.G.Mf.

By way of letting you know what other Clubs are doing the V.A.C.M. West Island
group held a very fine social evening and dinner at the well-known "Ie Pere Michel®
at Cotean du Lac on Saturday, lst December., There were about 30 present and your
faithful scribe with his "better half" enjoyed the hospitality of the Club, The
VeE.A.Ee could do well to consider this locale as the terminus of a future meet.
The service was excellent, as was the dinner and the price was most reasonsble,

The West Island group is an unofficial one which serves its members uniquely.



The Editor,

VeEoAoeEe Bulletin & Autosiaste,
Box 693, Victoria Station,
Westmount, Québec, H3Z 3Y7

Dear Sir,
Regarding your request for some comments on Hershey, I thought that piece
following could be of interest to the members.

"It's cold, it's wety it's 11,30 PM; your flashlight keeps going out,
your socks are soaking wet and the 'gumbo! threatens to suck the’
boots off those sodden feet, It is miserable...,it's HERSHEY, Pa,

Does it sound like a 'Hitchcock movie gone wrong, or Halloween? It
isn't, it's just yhe annmual Fall madness that makes normal, sane
Montrealers, amongst ten thoudand others, leave work at L pm Friday,
drive 500 miles with eyelids propped open with matchsticks, gulp-
ing coffee and stay-awake pills, hoping that you wont run out of

gas (it's the world's worst route for gas stations) to arrive in
Chocolate Country, PA at L am Saturday just to walk and look, walk
and look and walk and look some more; all over the ten acres, YES,
ten acres of tables, tents, trailers, tools, people, kids, dogs,
beer, chicken and so on and so onl

The Flea Market, which must be the biggest in the world, has every-
thing from Duesenburgs at a quarter million dollars to washers at 25¢.
I have been to Hershey about 5 times (once the sun actually shonel)
and have yet to get to a motel less than 35 miles away. In fact, the
year I bought my Railton, I slept in IT parked on & hill, in a cold
foggy LO degree night., I had to park there because (a2) it was the

only place left and (b) I wasn't sure that the Railton would start
in the morningd

Ever seen a Cadillac with a body by Saoutchik of Paris? It was there
at Hershey., I'd owned a Brough Superior motor car but I'd never seen
a Brough motorcycle, There were three on the back of a truck there,
(Ed's Notee.oThe Westmount Police Dept. had & number of Broughs for
its traffic Department in the 30s)

To return to the opening sentence, it is very common to see people
wandering around at all hours of the night with flashlights, look-
ing for that elusive part, (If you can'teget it at Hershey, it's
not available,

Across the road from the Flea Market there is an &irstripy, busy at-
all times up till dark with old biplanes, P-38 ex-fighters and mod-
ern Cessnas bringing enthusiasts from all over the country,



It's a scene that cannot be adequately described. You really have to
experience it to believe T, T suggest that you start booking your
room now for next year but DO check the weather forecasts before you
leave., Hershey, for all it's picture-book farms, beautifully laid.--
out town and public facilities, all paid for by the Hershey Chocol~
ate Company, whose factory dominates the skyline, has a very poor re-
cord for sunny weather, The last time I was there they were pulling
cars out of the Flea Markey with an ex-army half tracke. It, too, was
for salel

Sunday, there is a Car Show to end all Car Shows. Not one but maybe
six Dueserburgs, none less than $100,000, Packards by the dozens,
Rolls-Royce by the score. All in all, it's an experience you never
forget and if you are a car enthusiast your life isn't complete till
you can say "Hershey ? Oh yes, I was bhere,’

Sincerely,
Roy Elliott.

- 0 - THANK YOU, ROY, FOR AN INTERESTING VIEW ON HERSHEY, «~ 0 =

le 26 Oct 1979

V.E.A.E, _

P,O0, Box 693

Victoria Station re: Bulletin Vol 1 No:7
Westmount, P,Q. October, ..

H3Z 3Y7

Dear Ed,,.
Just read, however hastily, the a/m bulletin
from stem to stern, and the other way tool

My hat's off to whoever is getting together
a beautiful hunck of work,

Comments: I like the idea of reminding members

of the a,b,c & d's of by-law No:1l...much to the
point. Hope everybody had a good look at them,
The whole thing seems to put you back on the right
side of the road.- Badges and all.

Hurrah for the new members, We love you all!

What'!s the matter with this Marshall guy? Has
he joined forces with Sun Life?

Dying to see what transpircs out of Ed & Bob's
piggy back caper....

They say Hershey without mud isn't Hershey,,, and
this year, it was semi-dry! The Gathering-0f-The-
Faithful (MG talk) is going to be held in Chocolate
Town comes June. The C of C has promised us a red
carpet without holes.



Car Auctions, as numerous as they are getting to

be are strickly for the connaisseur or the green-
ho}n...not the middle-of -the-road guy. The first

one will turn everything upside-down and inside out
before he makes a bid. The second one will get stung,
and the third will be so mixed up he wont buy nothing!
That's my opinion, or impression.(you did ask for it, no?)

3 cyl Saab's can be found relatively easy in N.E,
Their hyways were peppered with them 10-15 years ago.

Speaking of "Steamers" 1 had a ride in a Stanley
the other day in Boston. Quite a huffin! and puffin?
experience. :

Missed all these good times you guys had this summer
and fall. T live just a little too far from y'all,

Membership.... Sure it's nice to boast of a member-
ship of 100 or more, with all the problems a big
group bring, but I strongly support a smaller gang,
with distinctive cars, honestly limited by their ages.,
It seems right (to mes that a car should be at least
20 years old, if we are to make any changes in this
direction, to be '"one of us"., Otherwise, you'!ll be-
getting Iso-Griffo's, Panthera's, and the likes, that
are very modernistic cars even if they are 10 or 15
years old. Ferrari's, Messaratti's and Alpha's have
beautiful models too, but.,.... 0.K. Pete?

Hey man, I like your article on "Making you car a Star'".
I was approached las summer by one of these adven-
turers, I asked for such a high garantee that the deal
fell through.... and I stopped crying a long time ago,

I have a TD for sale. It's complete but not mint.

needs $1,500 or $2,000 (reallly) to make it mint., The
price is not low, but it's a genuine car. $8,500,.00
I've made an application to get a 26 hour day, but

cant find the right office or clerk wh'll give it to me!
So, I have to start boiling down my collection., I
still like to keep all of my cars on the road, but

the ambition is getting out of hand.

—

MGingly yours,

an L. Bureau
029 Bowen south
Sherbrooke, P.Q,

J1G 2G2

AND THANK “OU, YVAN, FOR YOUR LETTER AND THE COMPLIMENTS



A DARING INNOVATION

OR..o How to put Two Cars in the Space for One

In these columns some months ago we made reference to the ingenious way
by which imagination and technical know-how combined to create a system for stow-
ing two cars in a one~car garage. Until quite recently the existance of this un-
ique arrangementrwas known only in its fundamentals, How it was actually done has
remained somewhat in the realm of a mystery. But now it can be toldd A scoop for
the "Autosiaste"] When scoops are to be had let it be realized that we have 'emd

Of course we have all heard of "Piggybacks", We see them all the time on the
railways, on the car-carrying highway trailers, even by TV they are in the air,
Actually, the basic arrangement is simple, Build a platform in the garage, put one
car on it, the other car under it, Of course the cars have to be of the appropriate
overall height or you might run into trouble, Furthermore, while it might be easy
to run the lower car into the space formed by the raised platform, getting the upper
car in place could be trickye Of course a large hatch in the roof and a good con-
struction crane could be combined to solve the problem, But how much easier it
would be if the upper car could get onto its perch via a ramp} Voila} The answerd

So reasoned the three good men and true, Ed. Richardson had the problem to be
solved; Ralph Hemmi made the suggested arrangement...put one on top of the others
Bob Neapole came up with the practical solution. So now Ed, has what is probably
the only bi-level residential garage in existance. His Jaguar XK 120-C lives below,
the MG D-type above, The two live comfortably together under the same roof, taking
up only the floor space afforded by the normal one=car garagee

The modus operandi is equally and appropriately simple. The MG was placed at
the foot of the two ramps, which were about 15 feet long; the hook at the end of
the cable which t.c accompanied the electric winch was attached to one of the dumb-
jrons; the remote control button was pressed and then the MG slowly ascended the
ramp, getting on to the flat it rolled to the end, was blocked fore and aft and
that aws thate The second half of the operation involved removing the ramps and
running the Jaguar under the structure. All very simple..o.true..sbut that was the
result of careful planning, good design and careful assembly of the delivered parts
of the structure. Safety was & prime consideration. Not just to the cars but more
important, to the people who were there assisting and supervising the operation,

There were numerous problems to be solved. Not the least was the actual space
available for the cars plus the strucgure; height was the main problem, particuls:
arly the clearance at the overhead door as the MG reached the top of the incline,
As it turned out, there was about one inch between the top of the radiator cap and
the ceiling until the car began to get on the flate At rest, the windscreen clears
by a few inches., After the MG is blocked then the Jaguar is rolled in. It, too,
clears the cross bracing by only a couple off inches. So once again the overall
height is critical,

The rack arrangement was made up of a well-known brand of industrial racks,
made from standard sections which are slotted and holed ready for bolting after
being cut to the proper lengths from the standard 8 foot section angle steel as
manufactured by Redirack Industries Limited of Montréal. The winch was similar to
those found on boat trailers except that it was for 110 volt and had a remote

control push-button operation. It also had a N£ail safe" brake and overload prot-
ectione :

A good idea of the arrangement can be had from the acco anying diagram and
photographse It's hoped that come Spring one will show the MG on the way downi
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So, what's been happeninge..s? Well, it's all very interesting. With friend
Tony Stanford off to Calgary in January I inherited his Ford Cortina as Winter
transport sparing the now slightly battered but nonetheless undaunted Fiat coupé.
Er,.oum, well actually it wasn't a matter of choice really as the Fiat suffered '
more steering problems, among other things. It's all a study in cause and effecte
You see I'd long wondered why the steering séemed stiffer than had the old sedan
but I put it down to the probability that the coupés were like that. 1'd never
owned one so why otherwise? She also suffered front tire squealing on shallow
corners as well as on tight ones; at low speed as well as at high, I knew that the
wheel alignment was O.Ke and I was well aware of the Fiats'! tendency to understeer.
This was the effect but what was the cause?. Ah, well...a seized idler arm assem-
bly finally broke right off at the framel Hmmml Luckily I was just pulling out of
the driveway!

The second problem was the gearbox, known affectionately by friends as the
"chatterbox", this phrase becaise of it's constant loss of oil as it "sings for
it's supper"}'Tt also pointed to a worn out mainshaft and bearing; etc, This is
fairly common to vintage cars as the long solid driveshafts, cart springs and the
usual quite rigid engine mounting transmits a lot of movement and deflection str-
aight into the gearbox, first destroying the oil seal, then abnormally wearing the
ball bearing and the spigot bearing between the main shaft and the input shaft un-
£il it finally moves the cogs themselves and they wear, My Singer gearbox is mute
(sicl) testimony to this "Chain reaction". However many modern cars have different
designs to eliminate this problems It seems as most American cars make the mainshaft
very long and continue it out of the gearbox in an extension casting to which the
short driveshaft is fitted in the normal way. Others use a torque-tube which is
fixed in a rubber bushing attached to the car's frame then there 1s the connection
to the gearbox with, again, a short driveshaft with the normal universals. In my
case, (contrary to the arrangment used on Rileys and some Fiats) and what I am get-
ting at is, the gearbox trouble is only the effect, the problem started with the
driveshaftl In the coupé there are two driveshafts by a ball bearing set in a rub-
ber pillowblock which is fixed to the frame of the car. In this way the pillow-
block absorbs the twisting and bouncing of the rear axle and allows the first drive-
shaft from gearbox to pillowblock to run perfectly straight rather than at an angle.
Well, I guess that you can figure out what has happened, The "cause" is actually -
the failure of the rubber pillowblock through wear and time. This allowed the drive-
shafts far 0o much movement thus placing a strain on the gearbox which it was nev-
er designed to take., The symptoms were a judder on letting out the clutch from
rest and also when on the over-run, More fun and games from Fiat. I'm not going to
tell you of the cost the cost of repairs or how you're supposed to go aboul 1ite
Suffice to say that you can with safety fear the worsti I'm now sure that 90% of
Turopean (modern) car owners are paranoids who constantly fear their dealersi

Lastly, an update on the old LeMans restoration...she's now on four wheels
and I'm happily pushing the frame around the garage making engine noisesi
Merry Christmas, Happy New Year} May Santa fill your stockings with those sparesd
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Renato"

Based on the
Bentley Ik V1
chassis

Below The "Lenham!

[RTSE————-.

Based on the
A-H 3000

Purther information
on these is available
from Hugh Jcckel.
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THE FUTURE

-~ PART 2 —
CONTINUED FLOM SUIMMER ISSUE

This most recent 1C years of public pressue upon car makers to reduce air
vollution and safety hazards has been a mere love-pat compared to the massive blow
anticipated in the lete 19€0s when the suvply of raw petroleum is expected to be
sharply curtailed and according to recent CPEC statements, its price doubled or
quadrupled from 1978 levels,

Paradoxically, that first challenge....emmision and safety improvements...only
exacerbated the second, the greater, problem. Why? Pollution control devices patched
on to engines tended to strangle them and reduce their already not particularly good
thermal efficiency so that a gallon of gasoline carried a given weight less distance.
Then again, the demand for safety bumpers, side impact reinforcement beams on doors
and general body strengthening increased overall vehicle weights, contributing to
further gasoline consumptione Cleansing and strengthening itself on one hand, the

automobile was rendering itself less and less fit for the bigger fight ahead.

The rules for that fight arewritten into law in the United States. By 1965,
the average gasoline consumptiocn of all vehicles produced there must 27.5 miles per
UsSe galloneeothat is, 32,75 Imperial or if you wish, 52.L kilometres per gallon.
The penalty for failing to meet this Corporate Average Fuel Economy (The CAFZ Stan=
dard) can be up to 5% per tenth of a mile below the standard multiplied by the num-
ber of cars produced, In other words, a manufacturer of one million cars averagin g
26 .5 mpg after 1$85 could be fined $50 million during the model year... strong en- -
coragement indeed to increase ecomony, particularly for an industry where large sed-
ans and station wagons averaging 13 mpg (less than half the CAFE standard) were com-
MOMNe

But the ecomonies anticipated are substantiale. An energy Resources Council task
force study recently released showed that, despite an expected rise in car use by
1985 of 50%, daily consumption of petroleum fuel could decline from 5 million barrels
to as low as 3.7 million. Cars, it pointed out, then used almost one-third of all
petroleum consumed in the U.Ce

The key to this new order is disarmingly simple on the surface, alarmingly com-
plex and expensive in pracice and tremendously intriguing to engineers who relish
the elegant possibilities of their profession. There is no choice, however: cars
have to become lighter, smaller and thereby more energy effective. But it is not just
a matter of physically reducing the vehicles we know and love. That, after all, is
what compact cars and run-of-lLhe-mill imports are: scaled-down versions of bif cars.
Recent weight and dimensions trimming of ihe so-called full-size domestic curs is
Detroitis first relatively easy reach [or Lhe CAMi-flavo: red future. What is yet to
come is a revolutionary approach to the materials used in auto construction, their
structural interdependance and $heir varicus economies (or otherwise } within complex
mass-production methodologye |



0ddly enough, and this takes us back to the farmer who believed that Henry
Tord solved it all in 1908, the Model 7 contained more aluminum than most of to-
day's cars, although it was not there for weight reduction, Ford preferred alum-
inum (which is approximately one third the weight of stcel and less corrosion
prone ) for certain body parts because it could be shaped more easily by his panel
makers, an advantsge long ago regained by inherently stronger steel as stamping
technology drveloped. Nevertheless, aluminum has come back in recent years, first
in cosmetic trim, later in body panels, now in bumpers and s cn in factory equip-
ment wheels, The 125 pounds that aluminum saves, more or less that weight, in the
latter two items immediately close to one-half a mile per gallon.

This is still the easy way, however, The importent thing is not to wmake this
part or that part lighter independently but to determine how the reduction of this
part will lessen the load on that part. YWhen that part is shaved accorcdingly, may-
be several other parts and assemblies can be trimmed, even the one that started it
all. And so the systematic weight-reduction cycle is reneweds

In the process, the familiar metals and the vast amounts of metallurgical and
and mechanical know-how that attend them will be laid before the computer alongside
the growing inventory of petroleum-based plastics, the various glass fibre reinforced
plastics and the glamourous composite msterials such as graphite fibre bouded with
epoxy. Their inter-relationships will be studied in conbinations that approach infin-
ity, the impossible ideal being minimum weight of the vehicle, in combination with
maximum strength and system compatibility, plus minimum cost.

Some of these materialS....steel particularly...will appeal to auto makers be-
cause so much is known about them, about their adaptability to conventional man-
ufacturing methods and their predictable lifetimes in anoperating vehicle. Others,
notable graphite, will appeal becaise of their apparently fabulous charistics: al-
most as strong as steel but one-fifth the weight; long life under fatiguing stress;
lower friction without oil lubrication than steel with it. Certainly fishermen,
tennis players and golfers know about craphite's strength, {lexability and lightness
compared to other materialse...and they also know its cost..«3200 for a few ounces
of fly rod or racquet is one thing but car designers blanch at the cost projections
of frame members, springs and engine parts formed from this wonder composite, des-
pite the promise of weight reductions. The price is falling, though; 500 the pound
in the 1960s, graphite-reinforced plastics cost $20 today and may well be below $10
by 1985,

Then there is glass-reinforced plastic, an established and attractive material
derived from universally available sand, limestone and soda ash that may use slightly
less energy in its production and utilization that steel. GRP can be designed to re-~
place several wmetal parts and certain assewblies and can reduce weight by LO% or so.
The material can be formed into complicated shapes by molding and..sanother plusese
when Turnished in sheets can be compression-formed much like conventional steel
auto panels.

That business about energy used in the production of materials for auto prod-
uction is of growing importance, as its availability and indeed the energy efficiency
of the automobile's infrastructure. True, a vehicle of half the weight shovld save
half the energy that would have been spent in mining iron ore, delivering it to the
smelter, making, warehousing and fabricating the subsequent steel, etcetera. Too, it
reduce, to the same extenty; wear and tear upon bitumirous road surfaces and save
smaller amounts in parking structures, spare partsy delivery...c.even towinge

RBut some of the optional materials fii differently from steel in the equation.
Alumirum, for instance, needs considerable amounts of electrical energy to smelt it

2



13

t‘owever, that may become less important as and if nuclear power becomes abundant,
Virtually all plastics themselves are petroleum derived and therefore subject to
diminishing supply, although the chemicals used to meke them.,..with the exception
of Ipfrahydrofuran and ethyl alcohol...may be produced from coal. Here again, how-
ever, considerable energy is required to coke the coal and the 33 million tons of
coal it would take annualy to replace petroleum for MNorth America's plastics pro-
duction would likely rive rise to other environmental problems.,

The thing to remember is that these old and new materials and industrial pro-
cesses are not going to be employed in making shrimp boat versions of the old dream
boats, and the vehicles themselves will likely not use familiar engines and perhaps
not even employ the fuel we burn today. So, what will they use? Well, the obvious
comer is the diesel engine that, while burning a petroleum fuel, inherently pollutes
less then gasoline and offers high thermal efficiency (read better mileage), part-
icularly when turbo~charged. lMany highway trucks and off-road heavy vehicles capture
wasted energy from the exhaust by using it to pump air charges into the engine and
most recently, the Mercedes-Benz 3003D, a $30,000 luxury car, has shown that the
deisel can perform comparably with gascline-powered models at equal or lower noise
levelse In a startling demonstration,; a special-~bodied Mercedes-Benz using a version
of the production five-cylinder turbocharged diesel power plant ran for 12 hours at
an average speed of 31L.Lu6 kph (195.L mph% while averaging 28.L kpg (16.8& mpg) fuel
consumption,

It is safe to predict that many more manufacturers will offer diesel engines
as lMercedes-Benz, Cadillac, Oldsmobile, Volkswagen and Peugeot are doing today and
it is likely that some will experiment with turbocharged two-cucle units or the oft-
maligned Wankel (rotary) engine, both of which offer campaxtness and few moving
parts. The Wankel, though, unlike conventional diesels, would need to be fitted with
an electrical ignition system and spark plugs since its internal geometry will not
allow the required compression for spontaneous combustion,

Another promising near-conventional power source is the variable-displacement
engine invented by Californian Harvey M. Pouliot and patented in the U.S. by the
linergy Research and Development Adminiatration. The principle of this engine is
simple: it runs constantly at full throttle for maximum thermal efficiency and varies
its power-determining internal size as a function of demand. An ingenious system of
triple-linked connecting rods for its five cylinders permitted displacement to vary
from I3 cubic inches to 190 in a dynamometer prototype and test data supported the
designer's arguments by proving that the novel engine would indeed function as eff-
iciently at a simulated city-street demand of 10 horsepower as it would at a high-
way cruise demand of 30 or a steep grade-passing requirement of up to 100, The
engine is more complex (ergo heavier and costlier) than basic engines, which is
counter to the tempo of the age but its ability to have several power ranges at eg-
vally high efficiency must be tempting for today's fuel ecenomy-~conscious designerse

There isg lurking hopefully in the background with occasional forays into the
publicity limelighty the electric car which, popular in early days, was effectively
killed by the invention of the self-starter for gasoline engines. Its apparently
minimal pollutant emissions conveniently avoid the stuff belching out of Hhermal
power stations and its own ozone generation, but the real thorn in the side is the
awsome cargo of batteries which it must haul ,around to provide even marginal per-
formance and range. lLead-scid batterie:z are as heavy as sing slow to charge, do not
store a great deal of potential energy, and if we were to convert holus-bolus to
electric cars tomorrow, would immediately create a world shortage of lead, Other
types of storage batteries; some quite exotic,; have appeared but all have disadvan-
tages which puts them but little ahead of the conventional lead-acid battery.

(This article, from Air Canads "En Route" will be continued)
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The cries of "Go West, young man" reached Eastward and have incited member
Tony Stanford to do just thateessand just as he's finished his Singer Roadster,
too0) Word is that the several cars will go into storage in Montreal for a year
or so or until Tony decides how healthy the market is in sunny Calgary. To get
there he bought a G.M. o van, complete with C.Bes radio and a complicated alarm
system to protect his valuable goodies. The "Exodus" is scheduled for January,
Bonne chance and send us & line or two when you get settled, Tonye

Ex-member Gpaham Nott, now bearded, has settled into life in Peterborough,
Ontario and is now the proud owner of the most expensive Fiat Sport Spyder in the
worlde It seems that his recent rebuild got a little out of hand to the tune of
about $3,000§ That's what happens when you let an enthusiastic parage run’away
with vour car's simple repair job, so bewarel |

More Singersl The ex-Phil Avis 1949 LA Roadster is now out and about on the
roads of Montreal, resplendant in fire engine red and new chrome., So watch for
present owner Ronald Samo and his wee red beastie in Club activities next year.

~ 0 =0 =0 =0 =0~ 0 =0=0 =0 =

Our cars are still starring! It's possible that you will be seeing Bob Marshall's
P-1 Rolls-Royce in the up-coming Chevy Chase film "Oh Heavenly Dog" with the lovable
pup "Benjie" although this has not at tris writing been confirmed., Bob Tayler's
Singer LeMans has been under the Kleigs once againe This time for an Faton's com-
mercial which was aired some time last month and appears on repeats, Look out, Bobl
Keep her modest and don't let her catch the "Brando Complex"}

w0 =0 «0 =0 «0 = 0=0=0 =0~

Under the heading "Britons are daing so well that they don't care about the
economy" a recent newspaper article among other items under this heading stated
that in transportation Britons used to meke almost two thirds of all journeys by
train but since the 1950s the distances travelled by car have shot up six times
over and that 57% of families now own a car and 11% use more than one. The average
cost of a car has fallen and so have operating costse.

“ 0 =~0=0=0=0=0 =0=0=0 =

Some of our "more aged" members (some euphamism, thatl) will remember that an
independant oil company by the name of Joy Oil Company Itde in the 30s had a chain
of service stations in the Montreal area, dispensing Romanian gasoline at lower than
others! prices. Their offices and tanks were on Notre Dame Est, They had some good
slogans, such as "Go with Joy", ¥Put some Joy into your Driving" and suchlike, Many
users claimed the product inferior but then the cars weren'!t so fussy then, eitherl
It was also claimed that some Russian oil was in the mix...and that was bad, badl
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A mewber, whose name shall be kept sacrosanct, has penned this open letier to
wnother, equally fervant admirer of the B.l,%W. marque., Knowing how such admiration
of a particular brand of motor car is not unusal it's appropriate that such express-
ion should find space herec..sese

"o David laidley we offer our congratulations and admiration as he embarks
on his chosen labour of love, David is now the owner of a complete but dis-
assembled 1939 B.Melle 327/8 Cabriolet, a two-seater of remarkable elegance
of which only %69 units were produced 1938 gnd 1910, This remarkable model
has the fine lines of the 327 cowbined with the 80 hp hemi-head, tri carb-
ureted six cylinder engine of the 328 which was Germany's most successful
pre-war sports care.

We share news of David's acquisition with you because we think that what he
is undertaking representatives one of the fundamentals of a vintage auto-
mobile clube Through the Club he will benefit from the practical and tech-
nical knowledge which can be provided by many of its members as well as the
moral support of all,

The Club offers David its moral support and individual members certainly will
provide such practical and technical assistance as will insure that his project goes
on in a timely manner.

(Having read this...now do you.know who the hidden member is., JeleReces)
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UTT CAN BE DONs IM AN MG MIDGET .« oBY ONE VHO KNOUS Y

I recently recently read an article in one of the many car magazines which
cross my threshold the penultimate paragraph of which went as followS.s...ve0ee

"After missing the boat we decided to sleep in the car as we were already
in the queue for the next ferry. A Force 8 gale was blowing but we slept
well for all that {although you have to take the steering wheel off if

you want to get comfortable) so you can do it in an MG Midget after all."

This led me to remermber and re-read -an offering I'd made in the Autosiaste
Volume 3, Number 3 about driving an MG D-Type. In that article I wrote among other
things about the friend who boasted about having been conceived in an MG M Type
circa 1929, I did not go into the specific and mechanical details of the exercise
but even so I understand that I was looked at askance by some, perhaps all, of
the members but with the exception of the late Peter Carlton. You see, he and I
had actually been there before most of our members were born. I remember that we
used to have endless arguments about the relative merits of an Austin 7 versus an
MG M-Type and I had always maintained that an MG won on all counts, Firstly for
the reason stated in the above-mentioned article and secondly the gearshift lever
could be unscrewed (no pun intended}) in seconds (Very important, that.,.Editorl)
Try moving the gearshift lever from a pre-~l1933 Austin 7y chumdececses

(At this point the Editor must ask...what about the Magma L seater
for making the best out of difficult and confining circumstances?)

thhat fun it would be to have the opinions of two or three contemporary grand-
mothers on the subjectd se..Can I hear Virginia saying, "Come on Granny, you're
outting me ond" and Granny replying, "Now go to sleep like a good girl and Granny
will tell you some more car stories tomorrow. Stories like turping off the petrol
tap with the right foot and the one about the barmaid at "The Fountain" on Watling
Street who, when she drove in the oripinal MG Midget, the M-Type and the only MG
that ever had a long, slender, backward curving lever. She used to carefully drape



| her long skirt over the gear lever and handbrake., She said that it was quite excit-

| ing, not to say unique at times. Especially when the driver was involved in a tricky
downshifting and double decjutching manoeuvre, She said, "sometimes one did not
quite know who was clutching whatd". With that Granny!s eyes glowed in remembrance,

T remember that this same barmaid had a neat little bow of blue ribbon in her
hair and with what pride we favoured ones in No, 82 Squadron, Re.A.Fe. used to sport
this little souvenir in our buttonholed I recall that my Flight Commander actually

- wore his in the top buttonhole of his tunic and when he found me sporting one, I
got no further flying for the rest of the monthe

Granny finally finished her stories and leaning back in her chair with a sigh,
she'd say, "You know, Virginia, I really don't think that we were quite as square
as you and your friends seem to think. So goodnight dear and pleasant dreams of
these times when the young men were venturesome and romanticy, in and out of a car."

Reminisced and submitted by,
Ed, Richardson.
~0=0="0=0=0=0=0=0=0 =

The advertisement shown below appeared in a recent issue of the
Montreal Gazette. It reminded your Editor of the time when he
bought one of these U.S., made Austin Bantam coupés for the great
sum of $500, give twenty-five more or less, in 1932.,The engine
was the same as the British except that it was opposite, i.ee.

the carb. and manifolds were on the right side, etc. instead

of the left. It was a great little car and came in roadster, too.
Ogilvy's showed them on the Lith floor of their store and the

~ We’ve been friends since 1866.

Ogilvy’s swift, courteous delivery service, ~ In the early thirties, the prestigious British

circa 1912. Through snow, slush; ice or
rain, the dependable horse and buggy

‘brought our merchandise to our cus-

tomers' doorsteps. In the mid-1920's,

new-fangled motoriZed vehicles took over. -

I
i service depot was on Mountain St. just below Dorchester St,
; e . .-‘ ik ' ! .. N
Jg VY’S and Montreal

Austin cars were sold _ang sgngiced ex-
clusively by Jas. A. Ogilvy’s Limited. One
advertisement statgg: 't‘#uslt-in owgers
repeatedly penetrated the Laurentians
while the roads were closed to wheeled
traffic.”
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To continue this line of interest, a recent news item stated "Soviet 0il
fueling some Québec Cars". It goes on to say that during one period nearly one
million gallons of Russian crude had been put into the tanks of an Fastern Qué-
bec refinery, The price was apparently attractive and substantially under the
OPEC cartel's fixed price. Russia doed not belong to OPEC, Needless to say, the
shipments have not received much publicity. Nor will they, also needless to sayl
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With the interest in automobile fuel economy reaching almost paranoic levels
is has been recently reported that by 1990 about 65% of UeSe made -cars will have
front wheel drive and a L-cylinder engine while 20% will have a V-6, Only about

10% will have V-8 or 6 in-line. The study showed that deisel engines will capture
25% of the 1990 market.

It went on to state that by 1990 about 75% of all cars will have computerized
diagnostic instruments; steel usage in car construction will fall about one-third
and plastic use will increase 70% and scheduled maintenance intervals will increase
to 15,000 miles from the present 6,000 or 7000, Another interesting view is that

because of improvements in tire technology only one-half of U.S. produced cars will
have spare tires by 1990,

(Editor's note on the foregoinge. When did you last have a puncture? Whereas
it was normal while travelling to pass several cars pulled off to one side of the
road with tire trouble, isn't it really a rare sight nowadsys? Certainly on main
roads. It used to be that tire makers warned you about driving over curbs and sharp-
edged holes because of possible damage to sidewalls., Although it's still good
driving to avoid these hazards if you can, it's just as likely that a tie rod or
some chassis part will fall off....or even a steering box come adrift, eh, Phil?

- - - e - - - - -
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The Club numbers among its members representatives of the dental, legal,

engineering and many other arts and professions...but no chiropractor or physio-
therapists ilaybe we shéuld encourage one to join and help get out the twisties!




DID YOU KNG

'Did you know that in 1902, an unknowr traveller in Texas had the dubious
Jistinction of being issued North America's first traffic ticket? The
of fense was exceeding & 10 mph speed limit. a %10 fine was levied to him,

Did you know that perhaps the reason for Geritol being co popular with
the senior set is because it's 2lcohol content is more than twice thrat
of any brand of beer on the market today? '
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'1 Yes...they're cropplng up on bumpers everywhere! - b

Our own V.E.A.E. licence plate.full colour silk screened
plates depicting the vintage cars shown here along with the
club crest. Order yours today and fly the club colours
before supplies are bumped off!!!

NOTE: Club restrictions blndlng the use of the club badges

do not apply to this licence plate. )

For futher info contact Phil Avis at 4424 King St., Pierrefonds
or 620-0051.
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A VERY SPECIAL SPECTALes...l WHAT IS IT 7

The answer will be in the next i
( BULLETIN) 20
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"Another Day another Dollar" so it was at one time said. However, as this
issue of the Bulletin takes form it becomes "Another Year another Better Effort®,
At least this is what everyone hopes, whether it pertains to the individual for-
tunes or wnat one does to achieve a wanted result. So with the rest of those who
are lucky enough to see another year arrive, the hopes and efforts could be a step
above what went last year. As for the Bulletin and "The Autosiaste', 1980 could be
bigger and / or belter, maybe both, We'll try. With a bit more help from mere of
vouy the readcr and member,

- - - - - - - - - - £ - -

As the year past saw the Club's publication change its format and the nature
of the issuance it!s important at this time to say a sincere "Thank You" to those
menbers who contributed from time to time towards its contents. There weren!t very
many but those who did, and if you look back over the past issues wvoulll find out
who they were and they are who we are referring tos Apart from the writings there-
are the obvious clever and professional illustrations which grace the several reg-
vlar departments. They are with few exceptlon the work of member Phil Avis, who,
apart from the abilities he so displays, is no mean artisan with things automotive,
as many of his fellow members can testify. And 21l this while he carries on with
a growing list of commercial art interests. llow wonderful it is to be young!

- - - - - - - - - - -
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By now all members will have received the Notice of the A.GoMMe and Dinners
The future of the Club depends on the day-by-day interest of the Mewbers in

its activities and perhaps even more important, in the Annual Flection of Directors.,
You are probably aware that they are elected to serve for a two year term, with
three being elected each year., the other three serving out the second half of their
term, This arrangement, which is not unusual, in business as well as clubs, exists
because it helps to provide continuity of thought and effort from one year into the
next and avoids the situation wherein if all Directors were to be replaced by a new
lot every year or whenever the term ran outy, it could be a completely new ball game
with no-one to continue with what had been decided on by the prévious Board. As we
don't have a back-~up group of permanent erployeess or a manager, to carry on with
the polieies already established, this alternate arrangement works welle SOecsce
come to the A.lele; complete with pencil and your mind made up who ¥ou'll vote fore

ONCE MORE  FRIDAY, JANUARY 25% T 19. 30 (7030 peme ) ROYAL ST ,LAVRENCE
© YACHT CLUB, 1350 J_w:ii‘oI*C , ROAD, ’)ORV&L $13 perperson.

Standing for election are: P. Bigney, P. Chartrand, B. Forward, W. Israel,
You will be voting for 3 of these to be on the Board for the next two vears.



WHEN WE PUT OUR CARS into the usual winter hibernation last November or so’
how could we have foreseen that there was still another ten (up to now, that isi)
weeks of good motoring still to be hads It isn't as if there was even a vestige
of slush which could contain these evil tin worms but the streets are bone-dry
and whatever salt bearing dust might have been around seems to have blown away
qiite a long time agos And as if that weren' enough to grouse about what about the
money some have put out already to the more or less friendly snow-clearing man
or boy who hasn't (again up to now) even looked at the driveway let alone put plow
or shovel to it but has seen fit to expect his cheque just the samel Well, maybe
next year will be different., For that matter, maybe next month will be.
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BUT WE DO HAVE at least one indomitable member who isn't going to let a bit-
of Winter keep him from taking a fresh air spine PETER BIGNEY has been taking ad-

vantage of the unseasonable weather and putting his trusty A-H to the road, sans
tops Noy, Pat wasn't with himd

There exists a rumour that BILL ISRAEL trots out his unbeatable Austin 7 de-
spite the wintry blasts, As we remember the 7 it's heater (is there one?) was a

dingus which clamped onto the exhaust manifold and piped the so-called hot air in
via some flexible tubinge How about it, Bill?

Although not a member and the car isn't an eligible one anyway,IAN-CORISTINE
took his special-engined Lotus Elite (the one with the aluminum Buick V-6 engine )
out along the Lakeshore last weekend., Ian is a former Team Canada competition
driver who did the commentary for Labatt on the Crand Prix last year. He could be
- persuaded to give us a talk on the behind-the-scenes action at the Grand Prix,

which could be mighty interesting. Perhaps it could lead to the Club getting the -
opportunity of having a run around the circuit. Certainly it would be more conven-
ient a location than Sanair. Incidentally, the modified Lotus is a fully practical
car now, with a happy combination of an engine which, when placed, gave exactly

the same distribution of weight as the original, which was lacking in power in the
useful ranges, The switch was fully described in Road & Track a couple of years ago.
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If you haven't been out to RALPH HEMMI'S ANTIQUES recently you should pay it
a visit. His collection of fine furniture, paintings, odds and ends is unique and
even if you don't buy even the smallest and cheapest item there, you're welcome
and you'll come away impressed. In Hudson, right on lMain Road, it's & short drive,

AND AGAIN, THE AKNUAL GENERAL MECTING, TRIDAY JANUARY 25th, DON'T FORGET!
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ANNUAL GENFRAL MEFTING traditionally has included the presentation by the
various Directors of a Report on the particular area of interest which specifically
each is concerned with. However, this year's A.G.He will spend less time on that
particular item of the programme, in the interests of reducing the formalities and
allowing more time for the socialities. Therefore this issue of the Bulletin will
contain a synopsis of each Report and in the expectation that having read them you
will, at the A«GeMe, be ready with any questions concerning the details, so that
the Director can respond, accordingly. Following are the various SynopsiSs.....s

STHBLRSHIP (Philip Chartrand) The year started with 57 members and énded at
55. We lost 8 members, 3 as the result of moves from the area, the balance Tor
unstated reasons. We gained 6 new mermbers. As the general aim is for around 50
but some considerable flexibility exists in order to welcome enthusiastic sup-
_port of our objectives, there is actually a gain in numbers if you consider
that those who have moved away have been replaced by a greater number of those
who will be participating actively in our objectives.

ACTIVITIES (Bob Tayler) Whereas our Activities Programme for the vear wes a
planned 8 items, there were actually 9. Starting with the Film Night on April
Ath, which produced 8 merbers, including 2 of the Directors viewing several
cood Hational Film Board films. One of these was a motorcycle racing film, a
little out of our Tield but as we do have some former afficianados of that
upovt, it was a good filme. Another was of the movement by road in Trndia of a
massive component of the Fuclear Power Project supplied by -Canada to that
country. A feature of the transport was the 7C ton tractor-trailer which car-
ried the Calendria over specially-reinforced roads and bridges into the back
country of that lande This Film licht was followed by a very excellent Wine &
Cheese Party at the home of Lawrence Reusing, one of our enthusiastic members.
That attracted around IO mewbers and friends and was voted a great success.
Vext was the first "active" eveny of the year, intended to bring out of the
back shed and off the blocks as many cars as can be mustered. The "Tour d'Fssai'
on June 3rd, organized by Denis Gauthier and taking a route which was outstand-
ing for beauty and tranquility, over little-dravelled roads on the South Shore,
will be long remembered, not for the attendance which was somewhat disappoint-
ing but for what it was intended to accomplish, 2 nice, easy drive in the
country. And a heautiful Sunday it was. The next event, the Gymkhana, on 2L June
was not so blessed. Of the 6 events vlanned only 3 were run, “the others scrubbed.
On July 8th there was the "Surprise Tour', A tour Guide, mith cryptic clues
and a crossword which had to be filled in zlong the route, took many by sur-
rrise and a few rot lost,strayed or ot erwise miscued., The route was through
Isle Perrot and on to St. Iazare, where we joined with the V.i.C.lie West Island
Group at Cooper's Airfield to picnic and watch aerobatics and look at each
other's cars. That, too, was a beautiful day, enjoyed by all; even the losti
Yrom that we came to another of our Annual affairs, the Rallye Coupe Hemmi.
Due to conflicting matiers thisc took place on the 26th of August instead of the
scheduled 12th. The route, planned by Bob lNespole; was somewhat similar to an
garlier one and took us through the back country of Argentueil County, then
down to Lac des Deux iontagnes, by ferry to Como znd then to the “fillows Inno
The event wasn'! that well attanded, however; there being only 7 actuvally in it
Again the UeauﬂPT was perfect. (/e seem to be lucky this year) Wext came the
Conccurs d'flegance on 9th September at the College de Brebeuf, on Cote Stes
Catherine road, a venue which we had used once before and fomnd excellent, This
drew 11 cars for the judgzes to ponder over and again the weather was perfecte
The "Last ?un/Dcrﬁler Tour" of the season took place 23rd Septewber and was a
joint affair with the VehsCeife “est Fsland Group. This took about 35 *otal cars
to lLes Cedres where a group of large-scale model steam trains enthusiasts,
The lontreal Live Steawmers Ince have around 2000 feet of outdoor track on




they operate their locomotives (one of which, a replica of the famous 6000
Class: weighs with tender, nearly 2000 pounds. No baby, thatd ) and the sev-
eral flat cars which they haul. There was fun by all, riding around on the
straights and curves, over switches and through the fields, behind a real
puffing steam engine. Of course the kids, of which there were many, really
loved it. The run also included, for those who wanted a little more, a visit
to the nearby restdred Fort ant Coteau-du-Lac Historical Park. To put a last
good day into the bag, this one, with the weather being tops, was a Grande
Finalé. An unscheduled event at the time when the year's activities were
being planned, was a Social Evening at the home of Billye and Hugh Jockel

on the 7th of Decewber., Again, as is the case with our social events in gen-
eral, it was well attended., It appears as if good ladies behind the good men
can be attracted to a social affair if not to a gymkhana or tour. And who
will dare to blame themd It would be remiss if mention wasn't made of an
effort by Denis Gauthier to get the Club members interested in using Sanair
for a special event. Denis made arrangement on our behalf for the use of the
track for the 29th and 30th of July in the hope that members who fancy their
cars on a real track, would tzke advantage of this opportunity. However,
despite good weather prevailing both days, there was almost zero attendance.
This was unfortunate, But we wern't 2lone in that., Several other clubs which
had been invited didn'y, eithere So with phese comments on the year, in fect
the prograwme was & nice balance of sport, fun and socializeing en famille.

PUBLICATIONS (Hugh Jockel) This year vaw a change in the nature of our pub-
Tication effort. Irnstead of only the "Autosiaste" and it being more or less

z monthly effort, in the interests of keeping down expenses it was decided by
vour Comrittee to have L quarterly "Autosaste" issues and 8 Bulletins. These
latter would be smaller, without the expensive covers and intended to keep

the members informed on a month-to-month basis of what has been happening and
on coming events, with chitchat about members and their cars and generally be
a sort of newspaper, rather than a magazire., Therefore there were during 1979
)i "Autosiaste" issues and 8 Bulletins. The former used up the remaining bright
covers which had marked the publication for a couple of years but which are
now too expensive to produce and then passed on to a less expensive one-colour
cover. As photograph half-tones are a particularly expensive matter, they have
been all but eliminated in favour of photographs which can be reproduced on

a commercial photocopying machine. Another item is the increasing cost of
postage. Now it!s-a matter of how many pages can we afford with a minimum of
15 cents by third-class no matter how few, to nearly 25 cents for the "Autosiaste'.
When you consider that the bill for the most recent issue for printing and
postage meant that &ll copiessent out cost $105.69 , or $1.90 each and that
the publication and postage for the year's efforts costs the Club nearly $900,
which works out to nearly & 16.50 per member and the dues are $15,C0 the

logic of all this is completely absent. Atotal of 136 pages formed the year's
publications.

Certain recommendations to the incoming Publications Committee might be in
order at this point so that the objectives of providing the membership with
an interesting view on the Club's activities, chit-chat generally and such
other matters as can appropriately be included ir Club magazine. To this end
and to keep the cost down to a reasonable figure, keeping in mind that the
Club's finances should not be so heavily committed to supporting it, there
shovld be reduction in the number of issues to one each quarter. Notices re-
lating to forthcoming events can be handled by postcard, pre-printed in such

a way as to provide blank spaces to be filled in stating time, place, location
etce These could be sent out by the Activities Committee. A budget figure of
$500 for the year might be realistic ard would cover printing and postage. This

presumes that preparation, typing, collating and addressing would be cost-free
and carried out by the Publication committee personnel.




STCRETARY~TREASURER (David Laidley) The Statement of Revenue & Expense for
the period ending December 3lst, 1979 is as below, this representing the
financizel condition of the Club at that date:

Revenue:
Annual Dues $ 800,00
Sale of Badges . | 50,C0
Social Events : . 1,060.00
Interest ' _ 111,78
$ 2,025,78
Expense:
Printing and Typing $ 927665
Postage & Stationery - 172,69
Social Events | 851,30
Insurance 105,00
¥iscellanecus 36,30
$ 2,072.%h
Toss for the Year . (47,16 )
Bank balance, beginning of year | 637 .63
Bank balance, end of year | $  590eh7
Asset; Royal Trust term deposit at 10% due January 31lst 1980 $ 2,000,00

Other properties of the Club:
Stop watch
Fasel and megnetic board
Badges
Membership cards

THIS ENDS TIIF, REPORTS AS INDICATED BY THE
% = = -~ DIRECPORS AND THE -CLUB PUBLICATIONS - -
=0 =0 =0 =0 =«0 =« 0 =0 =0=O0=0m=0=0=20=0 =



ADVERT TS EMENT _ % s

Tde Richardson says that he has the followlng for szle to members (preﬁerably)*
1s telephone is 738-2897

Veteran & Vintage Magazine 10 assorted copies 1957;76
Road & Track 3L " n 195374 } $ 25,00 the lot
otor ZSvort 36 n n 195977 }
The Autocar Portfolio of Motor Racing.
12 paintings by F. GordonoCrosby published 19L6 10,00

Automobile Quarterly. All mint. Vol.7 No.l 1968, Vol. 6 No.l '67, Voll; No.2 '65 $10.,00 ea,
SPECIAL  Gearbox for MkV1 Bentley, 1949...3350,00
Ed says that for younger members this is a good investment as 20 years
from now it should be worth at least $5,000. (We should live so longl )
~0=0=~0-0=~0«0= 0=0-0=0=-0=

NOTE., Some issues of both the "Autosiaste" and the Bulletin are available at $1.00 ea.
for the "Autosiaste" and the Bulletin, at 50 cents. Contact the Editor.




